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week’s Newsletter: 

PTA Friends – Pimms & Pamper (p2) 
PTA Friends – Bags 2 School (p3) 

Whole School 
BTP (p3) 

Driving on Site (p3) 
PWP (p4) 

Chaplain’s 500 (p4) 
Art Exhibition (p5) 

Free School Meals (p6) 
Meet the HOD: History (pp.6-8) 

Food Committee Minutes (pp.8-10) 
Junior School 

RW House (p10) 
Angels & Top Men (p10) 
Dorms of the Week (p10) 
Nepal Fundraising (p11) 

Star of the Week & Golden Book (p12) 
Senior School 
Mufti Day (p13) 

Access Arrangements for Exams (p13) 
Menu w.c 11.05.2015 

 
 
 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 
 

“You will become as small as your controlling desire; as great as your dominant 
aspiration.” 
James Allen  
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WHOLE SCHOOL 

Boarder Trip Programme  
 

2 new trips added:  Cinema Trip to see Minions Open to all Spaces 60 Cost £8.30 
 
   Middlesex vs. Hampshire Seniors    Cost £5  
   NB: Also open to accompanying adults    Cost £17  

Driving on Site 
 

Please can you be mindful of the speed limits on our site, pupils use the crossings at all times 
and the 10mph speed limit is in place for their safety. Thank you. 
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 Partnership with Parents 
 

Saturday 09 May from 09:15-10:00 
in the Connaught Library in Gatton Hall  

This meeting is specifically for the agenda items postponed from 18th April. 
Please note the change of venue, due to demands on Gatton Hall. 
The Founders’ Day Ceremony & Prize giving follow this meeting at 10:30. 

 

‘Partnership with Parents’ is a forum for RAAS parents to discuss school issues of 
mutual interest. All parents are very welcome at these meetings. If you would like 
to join the PwP mailing list, please mail me at ‘PaulJOHNSTONE@gatton-park.org.uk’ 
with PWP MAILING as the subject line. As well as general items raised, coming 
discussions will provide opportunity to speak to teachers including our Heads of Year. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Chaplain’s 500 
Sixth Week of Easter 
 

Would you like dead birds nailed or mailed to your house? Dead animals left 
on your front lawn? Their poo, or worse, through your letter box? Death 
threats, all too credible? Not exactly your thing? Nor mine. But such are daily 
occurrences to many UK, US, Australian and Middle Eastern teachers. The 
common factor uniting those singled out for attack is allowing intelligent 
discussion about gay people, and making room for them in society. Those 

responsible for the hate campaigns are Islamic extremists. In their own countries, dozens of males 
from fourteen years to old age continue to be hanged publicly from building cranes, on the slightest of 
accusations. Many have done no more than speak in ways which pass unnoticed around RAAS 
among staff and pupils. 
 
The underlying point of these news items is serious. The point is not homophobic abuse of gay 
people, incorrect and distressing although this is. The serious bit is about thinking and freedom. Here 
traditional Western thought and extremism are at complete variance. Rights like these are taken for 
granted in Surrey: to be at peace when you vote, to argue ideas openly, without censorship or 
bullying, to exercise personal choice in faith, politics, families, relationships. The Western world 
prizes these qualities, but now takes them for granted. That is the problem. Others are now replacing, 
not prizing, these virtues. We are on the back foot, because we have protected neither the virtues, 
nor the profound sense of humour which accompanies them. Extremism exterminates all this. In 
doing so, it enslaves and degrades. Universally, a minority controls such a process. They stand for 
savagery, arbitrary violence, contempt for history, culture and women, a total lack of humour, hostility 
to reflection and contrary ideas. 
 
The UK philosopher and theologian, John Hick, advanced the idea that religions, all of them, pass 
through recognisable stages in their evolution. Inclining toward fundamentalist and extremist ideology 
is one such stage, and Hick illustrated it plentifully from Christianity, which sometimes strays down 
this path. It would seem possible that Islam is at such a point. Certainly my Muslim colleagues in 
Jordan and Malaysia are appalled by what they see. Whether it surfaces in terrorism or homophobia, 
we need to confront extremism in all its forms. It spreads like a disease, eroding human dignity and 
truth. Liberalism has left as legacy a dumb notion that everyone has unlimited right to their own ideas 
and actions. They do not. Citizens everywhere have a duty to nurture and guard values and 
community. I am with the Australian government on this. That state offers generous welcome to all, 
but has made clear that right of abode in Australia does not include the right to raise up alternative 
legal jurisdictions, or to tear down what generations of cosmopolitan communities have worked hard 
to achieve. 
 
We celebrate our Foundation this week. Its 257 years have seen extraordinary swings in politics, 
religion, education, industry, technology, health and social service. Whether Western or Eastern, 
extremism in its current forms has no parallel in this history. It is a destructive presence which we 
conciliate at our peril.  
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GCSE & ALEVEL ART EXHIBITION 

THURSDAY 14TH MAY 
GATTON HALL 

7-9PM  
FREE ENTRY  
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Meet the Head of Department: History 

Mr Mark Loveday 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Where did you go to university and what did you study? 
The University of York – History BA (Hons) 
The University of Cambridge - PGCE 
 
What made you want to be a History teacher? 
As a child, I was fascinated learning about the richness and colour of societies and 
civilisations different to our own. At school, I found that History was the subject that 
best helped me to make sense of the world around me. Learning about the ‘dark’ 
events of the twentieth century at GCSE really opened my eyes to the importance 
of the subject and I wanted to impart that to others. As George Santayana said, 
“Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it.” Now, I’m not 
sure this really holds true but it remains an important ideal.  
 
What is your favourite period in history/ the period in history that you focus 
on? 
I enjoy learning about any period in history but mainly focus on modern 
international history. 
 
What do you enjoy most about teaching History? 
That it encourages students to think critically and ask questions. In a media 
saturated world I believe that it is imperative to promote active citizenship in this 
way. 
 
 

Free School Meals 
 
Surrey County Council through Babcock 4S provide a simple service to process claims for free 
school meals by checking entitlement via a secure government website. As we are a Boarding 
School, records about provision of free school meals are used for statistical purposes only. An 
excellent school lunch is always provided for every pupil. Free school meals are part of the formula 
that the Department for Education use to calculate the funding available to pupils and we are 
therefore very keen to maximise this. 
 
In order to qualify for free school meals, the parent/guardian must be in receipt of at least one of the 
qualifying benefits, set out by Surrey County Council. Please see the School’s website under 
‘Information for Parents’ for our guidance letter and application form http://www.raa-
school.co.uk/information_for_parents.asp  
 
If you are eligible for free school meals, please complete and return the application form to the 
School Office as soon as possible. If you are already in receipt of free school meals then you do not 
need to re-apply.  
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Who is your favourite historical character and why? Did they make a big 
contribution/ have an impact on society? 
Irena Sendler – There are so many heroic figures that put their lives on the line to 
save people during the Holocaust. Irena Sendler was a Polish Catholic nurse who 
helped smuggle 2500 Jewish children out of the Warsaw Ghetto by giving them 
false names and identities. Eventually, she was captured by the Gestapo, tortured 
but evaded execution. “Whoever destroys a soul, it is considered as if he destroyed 
an entire world. And whoever saves a life, it is considered as if he saved an entire 
world” The Talmud 
 
What recent historical discovery/ history news story has caught your 
attention and why?  
Last week it was 40 years since the fall of Saigon to communism on 30 April 1975. 
Nearly 3 million US soldiers had served in the Vietnam War and over 58,000 died 
in the American attempt to contain communism. Over 1 million Vietnamese were 
killed and the total tonnage of bombs dropped on Southeast Asia (Vietnam, 
Cambodia and Laos) amounted to three times the amount dropped during the 
whole of the Second World War. I enjoyed reading Martin Woollacott’s 
recollections of the day Saigon fell: 
http://www.theguardian.com/news/2015/apr/21/40-years-on-from-fall-of-saigon-
witnessing-end-of-vietnam-war 
 
 
What subjects do you currently cover in History lessons? 
In Year 7, we cover aspects of British history from the Norman Conquest to the end 
of the Tudor period. We end the year with a focus on world cultures, namely the 
Mongol Empire and the Aztecs. 
 
In Year 8, we continue our focus on British history from the Stuart period to the 
causes of the First World War. We end the year with a local history focus on the 
history of Gatton.  
 
In Year 9, we focus on the major international events of the twentieth century: the 
First World War, the rise of the dictators, the Second World War, the Holocaust 
(linking in with our trip to Auschwitz), and the end of empire. We finish Year 9 (and 
Key Stage 3) with a British history project which aims to provide opportunities to 
pupils to apply their knowledge and understanding to a ‘big history’ of Britain from 
the Dark Ages to the present day. 
 
At GCSE the focus is on twentieth century international history. We focus on the 
part played by Britain on Western Front in the First World War, US History from 
1919-1970 and the Cold War. 
 
The new A Level specification is introduced in September. The new Year 12s will 
be studying Britain 1930-1997 and Napoleon and the French Revolution. 
 
How is History taught at School?  
We structure our curriculum around a series of ‘enquiry questions’. This means 
pupils will spend 4-6 lessons on a particular focus. Each lesson builds on the last 
to give pupils an increasingly complex picture of the past and leads to an end of 
enquiry outcome activity e.g. an essay, a newspaper article etc.  We aim to give 
pupils a grounding in the rigours of academic history whilst keeping an emphasis 
on enjoyable lessons. 
 
Who is in the History department and what are their areas of expertise/ 
interest? 
Mr Fisher – The Reformation, twentieth century British history 
Mr Rhodes – Early medieval history 
Mrs Ross – Napoleon and Great Power rivalry 
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Are there any homework clubs pupils can attend? If there are, when do they 
take place? 
Yes, 4-5pm on a Wednesday. 
 
Are there any History-related activities for pupils happening at the moment? 
4-5pm Horrible Histories club for KS3 pupils. Pupils must sign up through the 
activities programme. 
 
Are you planning any History activities, trips or events for the future? 
Annual trips to Poland (Auschwitz Y9) and New York and Washington (GCSE). 
 
Will the changes in the GCSE structure affect History? If it will, what are the 
changes that will be taking place? 
The GCSE is changing in September 2016. The main change is that we will need 
to cover a much broader chronological period i.e. 200 years or more. Although, this 
is going to mean we are going to need out a lot of extra planning, I think it is a good 
thing on balance. 
 
What is the one thing you would like tell pupils who are thinking of taking 
History for GCSE or A Level? 
History is about argument. Be prepared to get involved in debate and discussion 
and to have an opinion. 
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JUNIOR SCHOOL 

 

 

        
 

Angels of the Week:Angels of the Week:Angels of the Week:Angels of the Week:    

Jemima Philip 

Kizzy Foster 

Top Men of the Week:Top Men of the Week:Top Men of the Week:Top Men of the Week:    

Kyle Ezeala 

Matthew Jackson  

Well done! Well done! Well done! Well done! Keep it up!Keep it up!Keep it up!Keep it up!    

Mr Stafford Mr Stafford Mr Stafford Mr Stafford     

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Rank Weston House –Additional KS2, 4-5 Activity  
 

Mrs Jones, who has been coming to Rank Weston each week to teach embroidery to our young 
students has now been joined by another volunteer. Mrs Elphick has joined us on a Thursday 
evening and is running a ‘Wildlife Club’ for our Y3’s and Y4’s. Both clubs are very popular and we 
thank both Mrs Jones and Mrs Elphick for giving up their time for the benefit of our students.  
 

Mr Stafford  

Housemaster – Rank Weston 

Dorms of the Week 
 

Girls Dorm 4   
 

Boys Prefect Dorm  
 

Well done pizzas on Friday 
night! 
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Earthquake in Nepal  
 

The response of the children to the situation in Nepal was tremendous.  
 
The Student Council Reps organised a Mufti Day to help those in Nepal. The Mufti Day took 
place on Friday 1st May. The children raised a grand total of £154.40. 
 
Year 4 pupils (Ali, Jake and Adam) reacted to the tragedy in Nepal by moving their proposed 
cake sale forward to this week to get the funds to help the victims of the Earthquake. The Cake 
Sale raised a grand total of £430.06 – bringing the final amount to £584.46!!!!!!! 
 
I would like to thank all students from Years 5 and 6 who helped on the day of the sale and all 
the parents, staff and guardians for their baking and contributions.  
 
I would also like to congratulate Jake, Adam and Ali from Year 4 for their work in making the sale 
a success.  
 

Ines Salman 
Headmistress – Junior School  

From both the Mufti Day & Cake 
Sale we raised a fantastic total 
of: 

£584.46 
 

A huge thank you to everyone 
for their kind contributions! 
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Star of the Week 

Summer Term 

Week 3 

 

3C Gurpreet Singh For contributing well in all lessons. 

4M Phillipa Osei For helping other children in maths 

5S Allen Rai For superb effort in all lessons and for settling 

in well since joining our school after the Easter 

holidays.  

5W Millie Gibson For becoming increasingly involved in all lessons. 

6P Oliver Grover For always trying hard with his learning and for 

being always having a positive attitude. 

6L Max Anderson For fantastic effort and infectious positivity. 

 

The Golden Book 

Spring Term 

Week 3 

 

Alexandra 

Patterson 

3C For displaying fantastic knowledge in numeracy.  

Violet Jahnke 3C For creating an excellent information text in 

literacy. 

Yasmin Jones 3C For working hard in literacy and producing a 

very informative poster about horses.    

Christian Kitto 3C For completing his literacy prep to a very high 

standard. 

Mario Diodato 4M For excellent characterisation through speech 

and description in literacy. 

Jake Bendall 4M For working hard and producing excellent work 

maths.  

Kevaughn Johnson 5S For superb explanation writing in Literacy.  

Taylor More 5S Great effort and contributions to class 

discussions in science lessons.   

Jordan Duxberry 5W For working hard in Maths and generally 

becoming more focussed. 

Bubbles Baylie 5W For lovely presentation in Science and Literacy. 

Max Anderson 6P For always having brilliant ideas in history. 

Inara Ebohon  6P For excellent persuasive writing ideas in 

literacy. 

Robert Bonner 6L For superb effort writing a letter. 

Livia Piner 6L For writing a fantastic persuasive letter. 
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SENIOR SCHOOL 

 
 
 

Mufti Day 5th June  
 

The Senior School will be holding a Mufti Day on Friday 5th June to raise funds for the Nepal 
disaster. Students can wear their own clothes for a £1 donation. 

Access Arrangements for Examinations - Parental Guidance 
 
Each year we have a number of pupils who require additional support or special arrangements 
for GCSE and A level examinations. We have produced a guidance sheet to outline and explain 
the rules and regulations surrounding applications to examination boards for such support and 
the testing procedures that we currently use in school.  Here is a link to the document held on our 
website: 
 
http://www.raa-school.co.uk/downloads/examinationaccessarrangements6may2015.pdf 
 
If you have any queries regarding access arrangements for examinations then please contact 
sen@gatton-park.org.uk or kathrynhobbs@gatton-park.org.uk  
 

 
Kathryn Hobbs – Deputy Head 

 


